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REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE 

Urban  District  Council  of  Wa!ton=le-Dale, 

For  the  Year  1913. 


Statement  bearing  on  the  Geological  and  Social 
Conditions  of  the  District. 

The  district  is  roughly  quadrangular  in  shape,  having  an 
average  width  from  east  to  west  of  some  3|  miles,  and  from 
north  to  south  2J  miles,  the  surface  sloping  generally  from 
south-east  to  north-west. 

In  the  south-east  the  ground  rises  to  a  height  of  some 
280  feet  above  sea  level,  whilst  at  the  north-west  it  falls  as 
low  as  25  feet  or  so  above  the  same  datum. 

About  2  miles  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  district  is 
formed  by  the  Diver  Ribble,  which  is  tidal,  and  in  the  bed  of 
which  an  outcrop  of  red  sandstone  (Triassic)  is  seen. 

The  Diver  Darwen  flows  through  a  comparatively  deep 
valley  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  district,  joining  the 
Dibble  on  the  northern  boundary. 

The  geological  surface  consists  almost  entirely  of  boulder 
clay,  beneath  which  lie  drift  sands  and  gravel,  and  under  these 
again  the  Triassic  sandstones. 
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The  valley  of  the  River  Darwen  contains  large  alluvial 
flats,  which  support  a  market  gardening  industry  of  consider¬ 
able  magnitude  ;  towards  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  the 
district  the  millstone  grit  of  the  coal  measures  is  found,  whilst 
drift  sands  and  gravels  are  exposed  in  the  south-western 
portion. 

The  social  circumstances  and  conditions  of  the  area  alter 
but  little,  and  this  one  finds  in  all  manufacturing  communities. 
The  housing  question,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  is  satis¬ 
factory — I  of  course  use  the  word  satisfactory  advisedly- — as  in 
certain  parts  of  the  township  the  cottages  available  are  not 
good,  or  at  least  as  good  as  these  might  be.  However,  this  is  a 
matter  quite  within  the  province  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  it  is  for  him  to  deal  with.  The  bulk  of  the 
workers  find  employment  in  the  cotton  mills  ;  the  question 
here  arises  :  Is  the  influence  of  this  particular  industrial 
occupation  injurious  to  the  health  of  those  employed  in  it  ? 

My  own  experience  leads  me  to  the  general  opinion  that, 
taking  into  consideration  the  mortality  rates  of  this  township, 
it  could  not  be  substantiated  that  work  in  a  cotton  mill 
is  more  injurious  to  the  health  of  those  so  working  than 
other  closed  or  indoor  employments.  The  want  of  physical 
training  to  combat  the  influence  of  one  generation  after  the 
other  following  the  same  work  tends  to  reduce  the  size  of  the 
body,  so  that  a  smaller  and  more  contracted  race  of  individuals 
succeeds.  However  the  ever  increasing  improved  conditions 
under  which  factory  labour  is  now  conducted  go  a  long  way 
to  satisfy  the  mind  that  employment  in  our  cotton  mills  does 
not  now  seriously  impair  the  constitutions  of  those  engaged 
therein.  Outside  the  cotton  industry  there  are  onlv  a  com- 
paratively  few  people  obtaining  work  at  a  power  hammer 
works,  a  municipal  appliances  company,  and  one  printworks, 
harming  to  produce  milk  supplies,  together  with  some  market 
gardening,  employ  the  remainder  of  the  township’s  workers. 
There  are  few  poor,  and  the  amount  of  outdoor  relief  distri¬ 
buted  during  1913,  was  £53  16s.  Od.  Hospital  accommodation 
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is  provided  for  urgent  surgical  and  medical  cases  at  the 
Preston  Infirmary  ;  admission  is  gained  by  recommendations 
issued  by  cotton  manufacturers  and  others  having  these 
privileges.  The  operatives  at  the  several  mills  contribute  by 
peiiodical  subscriptions. 


Statutes  and  Orders  in  Force  in  the  Area  Administered 
by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Title  of  Act  or  Order. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  (outside  London)  Order. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Do.  applicable  to  Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 

torum. 

Do.  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  except  Sec¬ 

tion  14. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Parts  I.,  III., 
and  IV. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  II., 
III.,  and  V.,  and  Sections  52,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  61, 
62,  64,  65,  66,  67,  and  68  of  Part  IV. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  VIII. 
(Fire  Brigade). 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  W alton-le-Dale  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  now  the  honour  to  present  my  Third  Annual 
Report  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  although  the 
statement  may  not  prove  as  lengthy  as  my  former  Reports 
I  feel  convinced  that  it  demonstrates  conclusively  that  the 
general  advancement  in  sanitation  is  satisfactory,  tending 
towards  the  uplifting  of  the  large  operative  population  under 
your  supervision. 

I  here  give  a  short  summary  of  important  matters  arising 
and  recorded  during  the  year  1913  : — 

(а)  Death-rate  of  13-6  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 

13-2  in  1912. 

(б)  Birth-rate  equal  to  22-0  per  1,000,  being  0-4  more 

than  the  same  rate  for  last  year. 

(c)  The  epidemic  death-rate  reached  1-45  per  1,000. 
In  1912  this  rate  was  only  040.  See  explana¬ 
tion  in  body  of  Report. 

(i d )  Infantile  mortality  increased  viz.,  147  per  1,000 
registered  births,  against  85  in  1912,  the  increase 
due  to  demises  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 

( e )  Continuation  of  sinking  second  boie-hole,  to  in¬ 
crease  township’s  water  supply. 

(/)  Conversion  of  bog-hole  closets  to  wfiter-carriage 
system. 

(g)  Sett  paving  of  new  streets  and  back  passages. 

(h)  Registration  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  with  general 

activity  in  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order. 

( i )  Carrying  into  effect  the  Public  Health  (Tubercu¬ 

losis)  Regulations,  1912. 
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Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  above  district  during  the  past 
twelve  months  has  been  obtained  from  the  following  three 
sources  : — (1)  The  well  with  adits  at  Brindle  ;  (2)  A  supply 
from  the  Thirlmere-Manchester  Aqueduct  ;  (3)  The  new 

bore  hole  at  School  Lane,  Bamber  Bridge. 

(1)  The  well  at  Brindle  has  provided  19,500,000  gallons 
of  water  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and  up  to  August, 
1913,  this  water  was  softened  by  the  Porter-Clark  process 
before  delivery  to  the  service  reservoir,  which  is  situated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  well.  Before  softening,  the  hard¬ 
ness  of  this  water  is  about  3^°,  and  the  softening  process 
reduces  the  hardness  to  about  18°.  Since  August,  the  soften¬ 
ing  of  this  water  has  been  discontinued,  as  it  was  found 
practically  impossible  to  prevent  sediment  being  carried  into 
the  mains  with  the  plant  as  arranged. 

(2)  From  the  Thirlmere-Manchester  Aqueduct  about 
20,000,000  gallons  of  water  have  been  taken. 

(3)  From  the  new  bore  hole  at  School  Lane,  about 
58,000,000  gallons  of  water  have  been  delivered  direct  into 
the  mains.  The  water  from  this  bore  hole  has  been  softened 
and  filtered  prior  to  being  pumped  into  the  mains,  the  hard¬ 
ness  having  been  reduced  from  31°  to  9^°. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  consumed  in  the  district 
during  the  twelve  months  has  been  98,000,000  gallons,  being 
approximately  21  gallons  per  head  per  day  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  is  2,935, 
and  the  population  at  the  last  census  was  12,352. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  Houses  is  as  under  : — • 

St.  Leonard’s  Ward  ...  ...  677 

West  Ward  ...  ...  ...  784 

East  Ward  ...  ...  ...  792 

All  Saints’  Ward  .  682 


2935 
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The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  houses,  &c., 
supplied  by  water  in  the  Township  of  Walton-le-Dale,  viz.  :■ — 

On  Rateable  Value — 

Houses  .  2590 

Farms...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  Properties,  such  as  Workshops, 

Churches,  Slaughter-houses, 

Drill  Hall,  Hospitals,  &c.  ...  16 


Supplied  by  Meter — 

Farms  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  » 

9  9  9 

41 

Schools 

9  9  •  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

12 

Public  Houses 

•  •  ♦  •  •  • 

9  9  9 

28 

Slaughter-houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9  9  9 

3 

Mills,  Workshops, 

Private  Houses, 

&c. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9  9  9 

73 

-  157 

Total  property  in  the  Township  supplied  with 

Water  . 2810 


There  are  74  horses  at  8s.  each,  and  162  cows  at  3s.  each 
per  annum  now  charged  and  paid  for  on  the  Pate  Book. 

The  Council  also  supplies  water  to  120  houses  and  farms 
outside  the  District. 

Scavenging. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  the  work  of  scavenging  has  been 
carried  out  in  part  by  the  Council  and  in  part  by  contractors. 
The  Lostock  Hall  area  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Council, 
and  now  there  only  remains  the  Higher  Walton  portion  of  the 
township  in  the  hands  of  a  contractor.  I  believe  I  am 
correct  in  saying,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to 
take  over  the  entire  scavenging  work.  This  is  undoubtedly 
a  sound  policy,  and  makes  for  efficiency.  In  justice  to  some 
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of  the  contractors,  I  must  say  the  work  was  performed  satis¬ 
factorily,  but  this  statement  did  in  no  way  apply  to  all,  and 
there  were  on  many  occasions  just  cause  for  complaint.  In 
the  hands  of  the  Council  there  cannot  be  any  fear  that  the 
work  will  be  scamped  or  performed  in  a  perfunctory  manner. 

It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  methods  of  dealing 
with  house  refuse,  and  the  contents  of  pails  and  ashpits  should 
be  governed  by  a  system  of  regularity  and  efficiency,  and  this 
I  say  can  only  be  attained  by  the  Council  undertaking  this 
duty.  I  most  heartily  approve  of  the  intention  now  enter¬ 
tained  by  the  Council.  In  the  Report  of  your  Nuisance 
Inspector  appended,  full  details  of  the  scavenging  of  the 
district  are  set  forth. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Considerable  advancement  has  been  made  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  abolition  of  the  privy  midden  and  the  substitution 
of  the  water-carriage  system,  some  80  privy  middens  and 
38  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to  water  closets.  This 
work  is  proceeding,  but  to  my  mind  it  requires  speeding  up. 
There  yet  remain  525  of  these  foul  abominations  (bog  holes), 
together  with  1,057  pails  and  318  tippler  closets.  I  had  a 
survey  of  the  last-named  conveniences  made,  and  in  not  a 
few  instances  the  tippler  had  “  jammed.”  It  appears  to 
some  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  cottages  that  these  tippler 
standards  are  of  great  convenience  to  dispose  of  various 
disused  household  requirements.  A  tippler  cannot 
act  effectively  when  embarrassed  with  the  head  of  a 
sweeping  brush,  several  salmon  tins,  or  an  old  skirt,  or  worn- 
out  underclothing,  yet  these  articles  are  stuffed  into  the 
closet.  Again,  the  tippler  is  often  put  out  of  action  by  grease 
clogging  the  hinges.  There  can  be  but  one  opinion,  where 
a  water  supply  is  available,  that  there  is  only  one  system 
which  can  give  satisfaction  and  safety,  viz.,  water  carriage. 

The  fact  of  the  Council  paying  half  the  cost  of  conversion 
is  a  great  encouragement  to  property  owners  to  improve  the 
closet  resources  of  their  houses.  I  trust  to  be  in  a  position 
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to  report  considerable  developments  in  this  direction  in  my 
next  animal  statement.  One  firm  of  cotton  manufacturers 
are  dealing  with  some  58  of  their  houses,  and  not  only  are 
they  converting  the  existing  midden  closets  to  water  carriage, 
hut  the  back  yards  are  being  flagged  and  the  back  passage  is 
to  be  set  paved.  I  may  also  state  that  the  village  of  Higher 
Walton  is  to  have  special  attention  in  this  direction. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District 

Throughout  the  year,  I  have  made  systematic  in- 
pections  of  certain  areas  of*  Walton  -  le  -  Dale,  and  in 
carrying  out  this  duty,  I  am  ever  in  contact  with 
the  householders.  I  do  not  lose  the  opportunity  of 
whispering  the  principles  of  household  sanitation  into  the 
ears  of  those  I  come  in  touch  with.  I  greatly  fear  some  are 
wilfully  deaf  ,  others  pay  a  moiety  of  attention,  but  the  results 
are  not  on  the  whole  encouraging.  Your  schools,  factories, 
workshops,  bakehouses,  and  slaughter-houses  have  all  been 
inspected.  It  is  very  agreeable  to  notify  improvements  and 
advancements,  and  in  this  direction  I  may  point  to  the 
resolve  of  the  Council  to  pave  side  streets  and  the  12-feet 
passages  between  the  rows  of  houses.  Already  two  streets, 
Hop  wood  Street,  Bamber  Bridge,  and  Sephton  Street,  Los- 
tock  Hall,  have  been  flagged  and  paved.  Plans  for  paving 
half  a  dozen  back  passages  at  Lostock  Hall  are  at  present  with 
the  Local  Government  Board.  All  this  is  excellent,  but  like 
closet  conversion,  it  requires  speeding  up.  I  think  the  Council 
will  agree  with  me  that  there  is  no  justification  for  the  com¬ 
pelling  of  people  to  wade  through  soft  mud  (sometimes  mixed 
with  the  contents  of  ashpits  which  have  been  scavenged)  be¬ 
fore  entering  the  back  doors  of  their  homes.  I  have  to  record 
the  flagging  of  a  considerable  number  of  back  yards  ;  this 
improvement,  where  necessary,  generally  accompanies  the 
change  to  the  water  carriage  in  closet  conversion.  I  have 
again  to  complain  of  the  condition  of  many  back  yards — as  I 
have  before  stated  many  are  cobble  paved,  or  set  with 
bricks  which  quickly  crumble  away.  I  repeat  that  this 
treatment  of  back  yards  is  bad  and  objectionable,  but  we  are 
struggling  with  the  matter,  and  will  eventually  wipe  out  this 
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cause  of  complaint.  My  growl  is  not  so  much  directed  against 
the  above  conditions  as  it  is  in  condemning  the  dirty  and 
untidy  house -wife  or  householder,  who  for  weeks  and  months 
ignore  the  filthy  state  of  his  or  her  back  yard.  Daily  this 
unkept,  unswilled,  unswept  few  square  yards  of  yard  is 
under  observation  ;  it  is  walked  through  and  over,  yet 
absolutely  ignored.  The  slop-stone  gully  is  allowed  to  re¬ 
main  blocked,  and  the  filthy  house-slops  allowed  to  flow  over 
and  sink  between  the  interstices  of  cobble  paved  yards.  I 
have  seen  scraps  of  meat,  bread,  salad,  tinned  salmon,  and 
other  fish  swept  off  the  dinner  table,  and  instead  of  being 
thrown  in  the  fire,  which  is  always  convenient,  this  mixture 
is  taken  to  the  back  door  and  thrown  out  in  the  yard.  It 
appears  nearly  hopeless  to  compete  against  such  thoughtless 
carelessness.  People  say  they  don't  know.  I  don’t 
quite  believe  this.  Individuals  know  very  well,  but  to 
some  it  appears  to  be  more  gratifying  and  a  sort  of  second 
nature  to  live  amongst  untidyness  and  dirt.  It  is  quite  unjust 
to  complain  that  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  and  its  officials 
are  this,  that,  and  the  other  when  the  onus  of  enhanced  sanita¬ 
tion  is  in  the  hands  of  the  householders.  Why  clean  people 
live  next  to  dirty  ones  I  don't  quite  know,  but  there  appears 
to  be  a  kindly  erronious  spirit  dominating  the  clean  folk  not 
to  offend  the  susceptibilities  of  their  dirty  neighbours.  This 
line  of  action  is  neither  good  for  one  or  the  other.  In  the  year 
1913  people  should  have  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  keeping 
themselves,  their  offspring,  and  their  houses  and  premises 
clean,  tidy,  and  in  good  order.  I  trust  what  I  have  now  said 
may  reach  the  ear  of  every  cottager  in  the  township  of  Walton- 
le-Dale.  The  sett  paving  of  Victoria  and  part  of  Chorley 
Roads,  Walton,  is  admitted  to  be  the  greatest  possible  im¬ 
provement.  The  change  from  macadam  is  undoubtedly 
efficient,  clean,  and  therefore  healthy.  I  would  strongly 
urge  for  the  like  dealing  with  Station  Road,  Bamber  Bridge, 
say  from  School  Lane  End  to  the  Hob  Inn.  Only  those  who 
live  along  this  main  thoroughfare  can  appreciate  the  abomin¬ 
able  nuisance  caused  by  the  clouds  of  dust  raised  by  the  wind 
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and  fast  motor  traffic.  I  can  say  from  personal  ob¬ 
servation  that  life  is  made  unbearable  and  the  health 
of  these  people  jeopardized  by  the  dust  nuisance.  I 
admit  that  tarspraying  did  modify  this  nuisance  to  some 
extent.  A  well  kept  sett-paved  road  would  deal  with  the 
matter  once  and  for  ail.  I  have  again  to  ask  the  Council’s 
attention  to  the  flooded  condition  prevailing  in  and  about 
Oxford  Street  and  the  spare  land  fronting  these  houses.  At 
times  the  water  approaches  the  buildings  at  the  west 
end  of  this  street.  The  back  passage  between  Oxford  Street 
and  Cambridge  Road  requires  immediate  attention  in  the 
way  of  sett  paving. 

Lodging-Houses. 

There  are  no  lodging-houses  within  the  township. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Two  tripe  preparing  and  boiling  works  are  established. 
One  of  these  was  kept  in  such  a  filthy  condition  that  the 
Council  ordered  its  closure.  The  other  still  remains,  as  it  is 
carried  on  so  as  not  to  constitute  a  nuisance.  In  fact,  I  have 
on  several  occasions  inspected  the  building,  and  always  found 
it  clean  and  in  order. 


Schools. 

The  Elementary  Schools  within  the  township  had  special 
attention.  This  was  necessary  in  the  face  of  continued  pre¬ 
valence  of  epidemic  disease,  especially  scarlet  fever.  Fre¬ 
quent  visits  were  paid,  and  children  examined.  Fumigation 
of  some  schools  was  carried  out.  The  school  buildings  are 
good.  In  the  cases  of  St.  Patrick’s  R.C.  and  the  Council 
Schools  they  are  modern.  The  water  supplies  are  satisfac¬ 
tory,  and  the  office  accommodation  good  in  some  cases,  in 
others  it  requires  modernizing.  At  the  Wesleyan  School, 
Bamber  Bridge,  new  office  accommodation  has  been  com¬ 
pleted  for  both  boys  and  girls.  It  was  not  necessary  to  close 
any  school  during  the  year.  This  was  avoided  through 
systematic  observation  of  the  children  and  by  the  exclusion 
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•of  children  belonging  to  infected  families  from  school  atten¬ 
dance.  The  constant  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever,  supple¬ 
mented  by  too  frequent  occurring  cases  of  diphtheria,  made 
the  period  under  review  of  an  anxious  type.  All  the  schools 
are  clean  and  tidy.  In  some  instances  I  fear  there  is  a 
tendency  to  limit  the  amount  of  fresh  air,  which  should  be 
constantly  admitted,  the  fear  being  to  subject  the  scholars 
to  “  Draughts Under  proper  control  there  should  be  no  fear 
of  this  danger.  I  wonder  why  it  is  that  all  school  children  in 
going  to,  but  especially  in  returning  from,  school,  always 
swarm  over  the  public  highways  ;  in  these  days  of  fast  motor 
traffic  there  is  very  grave  danger  to  these  little  folks  and  much 
inconvenience  to  drivers  of  motor  cars.  Even  an  ordinary 
horse,  moving  at  trotting  pace,  has  to  be  well  handled  to 
avoid  these  children.  I've  often,  with  interest,  listened  to 
children  in  schools  repeating  their  lessons  so  as  to  impress 
the  subject  matter  on  their  brains;  why  should  not  teachers 
make  these  youngsters  repeat  “  Always  walk  on  the  foot¬ 
paths  ”  over  and  over  again  until  some  result  is  achieved. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order. 

Twenty  -  three  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  and 
kept  under  observation.  The  old  register  became  ineffec¬ 
tive  and  the  best  course  was  to  obtain  re  registration  ; 
this  has  been  done.  Foity-four  names  appeared  on  the  old 
register,  but  the  new  one  will  be  at  an  early  date  completed. 
Amongst  the  old-fashioned  shippons  structural  alterations 
will  be  required,  especially  in  the  direction  of  increased  ven¬ 
tilation  and  lighting.  As  a  rule,  the  water  supplies  are  satis¬ 
factory.  I  think  it  well  to  state  that  I  consider  gi eater  care 
in  some  instances  should  be  taken  to  cleanse  the  udders  of 
the  cows  prior  to  milking,  and  there  should  be  no  mistake 
whatever  that  the  hands  of  those  performing  the  operation 
of  milking  should  be  scrupulously  clean.  The  collecting  and 
distribution  of  milk,  so  as  to  secure  the  delivery  to  the  con¬ 
sumer  of  a  clean  and  pure  article,  is  a  matter  which  requires 
the  utmost  care,  so  as  to  avoid  its  contamination, 
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The  average  housewife  pays  little  attention  to  the  character 
of  the  milk  supply.  The  daily  supply  is  cariied  into  the  house 
in  a  small  milk  can,  or  a  jug  is  used,  and  this  is  all  that  happens. 
It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  in  manufacturing  areas, 
like  Walton-le-Dale,  that  the  milk  supply  should,  in  the 
interests  of  our  none  too  robust  infants,  be  of  first-rate  quality. 

Bakehouses. 

In  all  theie  are  19  bakehouses.  These  buildings  have 
received  attention  in  the  form  of  inspection.  Mr.  Baron, 
your  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  reports  favourably.  None  of 
the  bakehouses  are  below  the  ground  level. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  is,  as  stated  in  my  last 
Annual  Report,  8.  I  have  personally  seen  these,  and 
although  efforts  are  made  to  keep  them  clean,  yet  1  do 
say  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  uphold  the  requisite  sanitary 
standard.  Some  of  these  buildings  are  of  wood,  others  have 
been  converted  to  meet  requirements,  and  only  in  one  instance 
has  the  slaughter-house  been  built  as  a  slaughter-house. 
The  burying  of  offal  in  the  adjoining  yard  midden  is  to  be 
condemned  in  the  strongest  manner  possible.  In  the  absence 
of  a  destructor,  deep  burial  in  a  plentiful  supply  of  lime 
chloride  is  the  only  safe  and  satisfactory  method  of  disposing 
of  slaughter-house  garbage.  Your  Nuisance  Inspector  when 
reporting  on  these  slaughter-houses  says  that  he  found  them 
satisfactory  as  regards  cleansing,  lime-washing,  and  water 
supply. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Last  year  ail  the  factories  and  workshops  were  classified. 
The  number  of  the  factories  is  23,  but  there  is  an  increase  in 
workshops,  from  35  to  54.  Repeated  inspections  have  been 
made.  Ail  are  within  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  respect  to 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  In  regard  to  Bakehouses,  10 
notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances,  and  all  were 
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complied  with.  In  one  instance  deficient  closet  accommo¬ 
dation  exists,  and  complaint  was  made  by  one  of  the  Lady 
Inspectors  of  Factories.  I  have  been  dealing  with  this 
matter,  and  I  now  believe  that  I  am  within  reasonable  dis¬ 
tance  of  having  the  matter,  along  with  others,  most  satis¬ 
factorily  settled.  Most  of  our  factories  have  now  arrived  at 
a  very  satisfactory  sanitary  standard  ;  others  are  not  quite 
so  good,  but  they  will  in  the  near  future  be  brought  into  line. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

Considerable  work  has  been  carried  out  under  this  Act, 
(347  houses  have  been  inspected.  Twenty-one  houses  were 
represented  as  unfit  for  habitation,  and  Closing  Orders  were 
served  in  respect  to  seven.  An  appeal  lodged  by  the  owner 
of  four  of  the  closed  houses  was  forwarded  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  but  this  appeal  was  afterwards 
withdrawn.  In  another  instance  the  owner  of  some  14  houses 
under  notice  made  representations  to  the  Council,  asking  for 
an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  carry  out  the  demolition 
of  these  cottages,  promising  to  erect  a  good  class  of  cottage 
property  on  this  site.  The  Conned  agreed  thereto,  and  since 
then  two  of  the  cottages  have  been  pulled  down  and  a  fine 
shop  built.  Two  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 
The  tenants  were  moved,  and  the  premises  thoroughly 
cleaned  and  lime  washed.  As  a  rule,  the  houses  in  the  town 
ship  are  good,  many  are  comparatively  modern,  but  against 
this,  like  ail  other  areas  where  history  attaches  itself,  we  have 
old  cottage  property  ;  some  of  this  is  quite  repairable,  some 
must  undoubtedly  be  closed.  Personally,  I  am  convinced 
we  must  have  cheap  houses  to  meet  the  requirements  of  poor 
people.  Of  course,  these  dwellings  must  be  healthy  and 
wholesome  to  live  in.  For  the  last  two  years,  building 
operations  have  been  most  inactive,  private  enterprise  is 
at  a  standstill.  Builders  say  it  will  not  at  the  present  time 
pay  them  to  put  up  houses.  I  am  very  strongly  of  opinion 
that  if  30  or  40  better  class  cottage  houses  were  put  up  in 
Bamber  Bridge  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  letting  them. 
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Tuberculosis  Order,  1913  (Animals). 

Five  animals  were  dealt  with  under  this  Order  ;  all  weio 
slaughtered  and  the  carcases  burned. 

Sanitary  Administration. 

Acting  under  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the 
Council,  I  have  the  control  of  the  sanitary  administration 
of  the  district,  assisting  me  I  have  Mr.  Baron  as  Nuisance 
Inspector.  There  are  also  men  on  duty  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  cases,  disinfection,  or  any  other  work  requiring 
immediate  attention.  I  can  always  obtain  from  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  any  assistance  required.  I  am  in  constant- 
touch  with  your  Nuisance  Inspector,  in  fact  I  have  a  consulta- 
ion  with  him  daily  ;  and  as  this  officer  devotes  his  whole 
time  to  his  duties,  a  very  considerable  amount  of  useful  work 
has  been  got  through  during  the  year  ;  this  statement  will 
be  borne  out  by  Mr.  Baron’s  personal  report  and  the  figures 
supplied  by  him. 

Some  Bemarks  on  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of 

Nuisances. 

A  very  considerable  amount  of  this  officer’s  time  has  been 
taken  up  with  the  abolition  of  piivy  middens  and  the  substi¬ 
tution  of  water  carriage.  No  moie  useful  improvement  could 
be  effected,  and  there  is  ample  scope  for  energy  in  this  direc¬ 
tion,  as  there  yet  remain  some  525  of  these  abominations  to 
be  wiped  out.  When  alterations  of  this  description  are  being- 
carried  out,  the  opportunity  of  a  complete  survey  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  sanitary  or  unsanitary  state  of  the  houses  is  never  lost. 
Attention  is  always  given  to  yard  flagging,  gullies,  traps, 
ventilation  of  house  sewers,  and  slopstone  delivery  pipes,  often 
with  the  best  possible  results.  During  the  year  under  review, 
Mr.  Baron  has  dealt  with  the  care  of  Slaughter-houses,  Bake¬ 
houses,  Factories  and  Workshops,  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
shops,  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  Offensive  Trades, 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1913,  Shop  Hours,  and  Infectious 
Diseases.  There  is  a  large  field  for  work  provided  under  these 
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Acts  and  Orders,  and  I  can  say  that  much  has  been  done,  and 
done  well.  There  has  been  no  scamping.  A  straightforward 
effort  has  been  made  to  benefit  and  raise  the  sanitary  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  township.  The  Council  has  only  to  turn  to  the 
summary  of  w'ork  done  in  1913  to  realise  that  no  time  has  been 
wasted,  and  that  much  has  been  accomplished  by  all  branches 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  the  Council.  Some  5,000 
inspections  were  carried  out,  110  houses,  4  schools,  and  320 
parcels  of  bedding  were  disinfected,  and  39  parcels  of  bedding 
were  destroyed.  Mr.  Baron  takes  the  same  view  as  I  do, 
that  much  could  be  done  to  secure  the  sanitary  tone  of 
Waiton-le-Dale  if  only  householders  would  realise  their 
reasonable  responsibilities  and  keep  both  the  insides  and  out¬ 
sides  of  their  dwellings  clean.  To  say  we  have  no  dirty  houses 
both  inside  and  out  would  be  a  pervertion  of  the  truth.  We 
may  have  poverty,  modified  poverty  with  us,  but  surely  we 
might  expect  cleanliness  associated  with  this  modified  poverty, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  of  my  ground  when  I  say  we  have  no 
abject  poverty  in  our  community. 

From  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Leigh,  I  have  received  a  state¬ 
ment  of  work  done  which  bears  on  the  sanitary  arrangements 
of  the  townships.  In  quoting  from  this  report  I  will  be  to 
some  extent  recapitulating  information  before  mentioned. 
Two  streets  have  been  sett  paved,  and  footpaths  flagged  ;  5 
back  passages  at  Lostock  Hall  aie  ordered  by  the  Council  to 
be  paved  and  made  good,  under  the  Private  Streets  Works 
Act,  1892,  as  follows  : — Between  Sephton  Street  and  Hoghton 
Street,  Lindley  Street  and  Victoria  Street,  Passage  leading 
from  Fairfield  Street  to  Ward  Street,  between  Fairfield  Street 
and  Ward  Street. 

I  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  speed  up  the  paving  of 
these  back  passages.  So  far  as  I  know,  it  is  the  custom  to  give 
the  owners  of  houses  notice  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  back  passages  belonging  to  their  property.  This 
generally  results  in  some  cinders  being  spread  over  the  passage. 
This  is  no  improvement,  in  fact  it  is  a  perpetuation  of  the 
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condition  which  brought  forth  the  demand  from  the  Council, 
and  only  stultifies  further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 
There  is  no  procedure  within  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act, 
1892,  such  as  this,  and  I  am  personally  opposed  to  it.  The 
only  effectual  and  proper  manner  to  deal  with  these  passages 
is  to  sett  pave  them  ;  other  procedure  is  useless  and  abortive. 

Five  houses  only  were  built  during  the  year,  2  at 
Gregson  Lane,  2  at  School  Lane,  and  1  at  Bamber  Bridge. 

Hospital  Accommodation. 

The  conditions  affecting  hospital  accommodation  have 
in  no  way  altered,  viz.,  one  hospital  allocated  to  the  treatment 
of  small-pox,  the  ocher  to  receive  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  typhoid 
fever,  and  diphtheria.  Medical  attendance  is  given  by  the 
family  doctor  of  the  admitted  patient.  I  have  again  to  voice 
my  opinion  that  an  observation  ward  is  very  necessary,  and 
I  again  repeat  that  hospital  accommodation  should  be 
afforded  in  separate  blocks,  to  enable  three  distinct  diseases 
to  be  treated  at  the  same  time.  As  is  known,  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever,  or  diphtheria  and  typhoid  cases,  have  been 
dealt  with  within  one  of  the  blocks,  i.e.,  one  disease  in  each 
ward.  This  contingency  has  more  or  less  been  forced 
on  the  hospital  to  safeguard  the  outside  public  health,  but 
I’m  afraid  there  is  a  danger  within  the  hospital  under  such 
circumstances  as  these  that  cannot  be  overlooked.  Up  to 
now  by  careful  management  and  by  exercising  the  strictest 
measures  to  prevent  intercommunication  by  nurses  or  atten¬ 
dants,  no  untoward  event  has  occurred,  but  there  is  no 
shutting  one  s  eyes  to  the  risk,  and  I  trust  the  Council  will 
arrive  at  a  decision  which  will  solve  this  undesirable  situation. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  days,  this  hospital  was  open 
throughout  the  year.  The  service  of  nurses  was  good.  The 
Council  have  now  made  a  permanent  arrangement  respecting 
the  employment  of  nurses.  At  all  times  whilst  the  hospital 
is  occupied  two  nurses  are  employed.  Should  the  hospital 
at  any  time  become  empty,  then  one  nurse  is  retained,  and 
she  alternates  duty  for  arranged  periods  with  the  other  nurse. 
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The  salary  of  one  nurse  being  divided  between  the  two,  in 
other  words  each  nurse  is  paid  for  her  term  of  employment. 
This  arrangement  ensures  the  services  of  two  reliable  nurses 
who  are  familiar  with  the  routine  work  of  the  hospital. 

The  conduction  of  transport  service  for  the  removal  of 
infectious  cases  has  been  well  maintained.  I  consider  that 
this  detail  is  quite  perfect  and  very  prompt.  I  am  glad  to 
make  these  remarks,  as  I  have  always  found  those  employees 
associated  with  this  work  ever  ready  to  turn  out  at  all  times 
to  perform  transport  and  disinfection  duties. 

The  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Acute 
Infectious  Disease. 

I  have  again  to  record  the  almost  continuous  presence 
of  scarlet  fever  during  1913.  The  disease  was  carried  over 
from  1912,  and  was  fairly  manifest  in  January,  there  was  a 
time  of  quietude  in  February,  March,  and  April,  and  there  were 
no  notified  cases  in  May.  In  June  there  was  strong  evidence 
of  activity,  together  with  more  involved  children.  July, 
August,  September,  October,  and  on  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
scarlet  fever  was  most  active,  and  the  year  1913  yielded  some 
sixty-nine  cases,  57  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Infectious 
Hospital.  Although  this  number  is  considerably  less  than 
the  preceding  year,  when  some  110  cases  were  dealt  with. 
It  is  poor  consolation  to  comfort  ourselves  with  the  idea  of 
fewer  instances  of  the  disease  which  we  had  with  us  for  11 
months  out  of  the  12.  It  is  rather  difficult  to  explain  how 
scarlet  fever  has  assumed  an  endemic  form  during  the  past 
year.  Certainly  we  carried  it  over  from  1912,  and  in  addition 
the  neighbouring  County  Borough  of  Preston  suffered  con¬ 
siderably  from  scarlet  fever,  and  I  am  prone  to  believe  that 
the  intercommunication  which  daily  goes  on  between  the 
Township  of  Walton-le-Dale  and  Preston  is  a  potent  factor 
in  the  continuance  of  the  stay  of  scarlet  fever.  School 
attendance  undoubtedly  played  a  part,  but  the  cause  I  blame 
most  is  the  utter  carelessness  of  parents  and  those  people  in 
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charge  of  children.  Their  voices  are  ever  raised  in  proclaim¬ 
ing  the  presence  of  the  epidemic,  yet  their  ignorance  and 
carelessness  are  important  agencies  in  spreading  the  pestilence 
they  complain  of.  Here  is  an  example  :  Our  Ambulance  Van 
goes  out  to  remove  a  case  of  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever, 
immediately  it  stops  at  the  house  where  the  case  is,  great 
excitement  at  once  prevails  in  the  street.  Every  door  is 
opened,  and  the  ladies  of  the  houses  who  are  on  friendly 
terms  with  those  of  the  infected  house  at  once  rush  into  this 
house  to  express  their  sympathies,  and  undoubtedly,  perhaps 
inadvertantly,  to  help  to  disseminate  the  disease  in  their  own 
families.  Can  any  one  understand  such  madness  and  thought¬ 
lessness.  How  is  this  to  be  restrained,  I  greatly  fear  legal 
assistance  is  at  a  discount.  Let  me  carry  this  illustration  one 
step  further.  I  have  witnessed  this  myself.  On  visiting 
an  infected  house  to  arrange  for  the  removal  of  a  case  I  noticed 
some  children  all  having  dinner,  on  enquiry  I  found  that  there 
were  sisters’  children  who  daily  had  their  mid-day  meal  at 
this  cottage.  The  fact  of  the  house  becoming  infected  never 
brought  a  thought  to  the  slow  careless  mind  of  the  mother  of 
the  infected  child,  who  just  carried  on  in  the  usual  way 
perfectly  oblivious  to  the  danger  she  was  inflicting  on  these 
healthy  children  by  allowing  them  to  enter  and  stay  in  an 
infected  house.  I  am  more  convinced  than  ever  that  scarlet 
fever  does  not  spread  by  means  of  the  shed  skin.  I  have 
always  discharged  my  cases  from  hospital  at  four  weeks  end, 
provided  the  ears,  nose,  and  throat  are  in  a  healthy  condition. 
I  have  no  reason  to  regret  this  action,  and  I  have  no  return 
cases. 

Diphtheria. 

In  dealing  with  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  I  may  say 
that  although  the  number  of  cases  reported  exactly  corres¬ 
ponds  to  those  of  the  previous  year,  yet  at  no  period  of  the 
year  did  this  disease  assume  an  epidemic  tendency,  and  its  in¬ 
cidence  was  of  the  most  scattered  description.  There  were 
exactly  21  reported  cases,  17  of  these  were  removed  to  hospital 
for  treatment.  I  may  point  out  that  it  is  my  opinion  that 
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diphtheria  has  been  far  too  prevalent  during  the  past  three 
years.  Although  the  recorded  outbreaks  were  21  in  each  of 
the  years  1913,  1912,  in  1911,  34  instances  were  in  evidence. 
In  1910  there  were  nine  notifications,  five  in  1909,  and  in  1908, 
none.  Under  the  Diphtheria  Anti -toxin  (outside  London) 
Order,  there  were  used  23  2,000  units  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  admitted  to  the  Infectious  Hospital,  and  35  2,000  units 
amongst  children  dealt  with  at  their  own  homes.  Some  of 
this  last-mentioned  serum  was  used  in  securing  prophylaxia, 
and  with  the  happiest  results. 

Where  there  was  any  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  diph¬ 
theria,  bacteriological  examinations  were  always  requisitioned. 

I  here  introduce  a  table  bearing  on  the  numbers  of  cases 
admitted  to  the  hospital,  separating  the  several  ailments  and 
tabulating  the  age  limits  in  graded  sections  : — 


Under 

1 

Year. 

1  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
45. 

45  and 
under 
65. 

Total 

1913. 

Total 

1912. 

TyphoiclFever 

. . . 

1 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

6 

8 

2 

1 

. , . 

17 

16 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3 

15 

35 

3 

1 

... 

57 

110 

3 

21 

44 

7 

3 

. . . 

78 

129 

Typhoid  Fever. 

There  were  five  notified  instances  of  typhoid  fever,  four 
of  these  went  into  hospital  for  treatment.  Three  cases  of 
this  disease  in  evidence  in  1912.  These  last  two  years  stood 
out  well  in  comparison  with  1911,  1910,  1909,  and  1908, 
when  there  were  notified  13,  10,  9,  and  15  cases  respectively. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Both  measles  and  whooping  cough  were  practically 
absent,  in  fact  my  attention  was  not  called  to  any  outbreak, 
nor  did  I  personally  become  acquainted  with  any  such  cases. 
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Small-Pox. 

Small-pox  was  quite  absent  from  this  township  during 
1913.  As  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  feel  most  anxious 
as  to  what  will  happen  in  the  face  of  epidemic  small-pox. 
It  must  be  well  known  that  year  by  year  the  tendency  to 
exempt  children  from  vaccination  is  growing  apace.  It  is 
now  computed  that  during  the  year  1911  about  30  per  cent,  of 
the  infants  born  in  that  year  were  denied  vaccination  through 
the  obtaining  of  certificates  of  conscientious  objection.  In 
the  year  1905  the  like  figures  stand  at  4  to  5  per  cent.  It 
will  be  very  evident  how  rapidly  this  habit  of  exempting  their 
children  from  the  operation  of  vaccination  has  grown  with 
parents,  without  thinking  or  weighing  the  importance  of 
protecting  their  offspring  against  small-pox  ;  many  of  these 
fathers  and  mothers  accept  the  responsibility  of  denying 
their  children  the  undoubted  safety  afforded  by  efficient 
vaccination  and  why?  Because  of  late  years  the  obtaining  of 
an  exemption  certificate  has  become  fashionable,  and  being 
the  fashion  its  adoption  is  wide  spread.  The  most  frequent 
argument  advanced  against  vaccination  amongst  the  opera¬ 
tive  population  in  this  part  of  Lancashire  and  familiar  to  me 
is  that  there  is  an  overpowering  antipathy  to  have  “  Animal 
matter  put  into  the  child,”  but  be  it  remembered  that  the 
same  objecting  parent  would  offer  no  word  of  remonstrance 
if  her  child  acquired  diphtheria  to  have  as  much  Animal 
matter  in  the  form  of  anti -diphtheritic  serum  injected.  In 
fact,  I  believe  if  the  medical  attendant  did  not  adopt  serum 
treatment  in  dealing  with  diphtheria  he  would  be  held  respon¬ 
sible,  yet  no  serum  must  touch  a  child  under  the  guise  of 
vaccination.  We  are  rapidly  approaching  a  period  when 
epidemic  sma]l-pox  will  claim  a  huge  retribution  for  the 
neglect  of  the  principles  of  vaccination.  Then  will  be  a 
period  of  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

Summer  Diarrhoea. 

There  was  during  the  summer  a  tendency  to  epidemic 
diarrhoea,  however  I  am  glad  to  say  approaching  cool  weather 
had  the  effect  of  checking  this. 
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Chicken-pox. 

During  February  and  March  a  considerable  number  of 
cases  of  chicken-pox  were  in  evidence  in  School  Lane. 

Regarding  the  control  of  acute  infectious  dieases,  I  re¬ 
gard  Walton-le-Dale  as  a  sanitary  area  active  and  efficient. 
The  adoption  of  a  close  record  of  all  reportable  and  other 
non-reportable  diseases  ;  infected  dwellings  are  visited  and 
kept  under  observation  ;  hospital  treatment  is  afforded  in 
cases  of  typhoid  fever,  scarlet  fever,  and  diphtheria  ;  thor¬ 
ough  disinfection  of  bedding  and  other  clothing,  cleansing 
of  infected  houses  and  areas.  Printed  notices  and  directions 
are  distributed  as  to  the  care  and  methods  of  safety  to  be 
adopted.  Information  received  from  school  teachers  is  at 
once  acted  on,  in  fact  all  our  schools  are  periodically  visited 
and  disinfected  when  necessary.  The  water  supply  is  above 
suspicion,  and  I  think  I  have  grounds  for  saying  that  the 
milk  kitted  by  farmers  throughout  the  district  is  good  and 
satisfactory.  The  general  supervision  of  food,  under  the  Sale 
of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  is  in  the  hands  of  Inspectors,  acting 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  Lan¬ 
cashire  County  Council. 

The  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

In  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  I  have  carefully  carried  out 
the  detail  of  action  as  laid  down.  Fifteen  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  and  three  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  were 
notified  to  me  ;  three  notifications  were  received  of  patients 
admitted  to  sanatoria,  and  three  discharges  from  these  in¬ 
stitutions.  In  every  instance  of  a  primary  notice  I,  as  soon 
as  possible,  visit  the  case  and  take  full  particulars  of  the 
history.  Notification  is  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  then  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  visits  and  reports 
on  case.  Printed  instructions  are  available.  Spitting  bottles 
and  disinfectants  are  also  supplied.  All  that  can  be  done  is 
done  to  educate  the  person  how  to  live  so  as  to  effect  a  cure 
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or  prolong  life.  In  some  instances  special  nourishment  is 
granted,  and  an  effort  is  made  to  give  institutional  treatment 
to  all  applying.  Cases  discharged  from  sanatoria  are  visited 
and  kept  under  observation.  Up  to  now  a  deep  sense  of 
disappointment  is  with  me  as  to  the  results  of  treatment  in 
sanatoria.  So  far  as  I  can  at  present  gauge  the  usefulness  of 
this  treatment  as  accruing  to  those  who  have  undergone  it, 
I  can  sum  up  in  a  few  words.  The  advantage  is  “  Educa¬ 
tional/5  The  period  of  treatment  available  to  patients  is 
too  short  (this  is  unavoidable  owing  to  the  numbers  on  the 
waiting  list)  to  effect  much  good,  and  although  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  those  who  have  had 
sanatorium  treatment  for  two  or  three  months,  yet  they  soon 
begin  to  slip  back  to  their  old  condition  and  gradually  die. 

I  here  give  a  table  indicating  the  number  of  cases  sent 
to  me  under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Act  and  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  contrasting  the  present 
year  with  the  four  preceding  years  : — 


1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

69 

144 

64 

40 

21 

Diphtheria  . 

21 

21 

34 

9 

5 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

5 

3 

13 

10 

9 

Erysipelas  . 

10 

10 

6 

6 

7 

Puerperal  Fever . 

1 

2 

•  *  • 

1 

. . . 

Poliomyelitis  . 

2 

•  •  • 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.. 

15 

23 

. . . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

Other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

124 

205 

117  j 

66 

42 
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Midwives  Act,  1902. 

This  Act  is  under  the  control  and  administered  by  the 
Midwives  Committee  of  the  County  Council.  The  midwives 
practising  in  the  township  are  constantly  supervised  by  Lady 
Inspectors,  acting  under  the  direction  of  this  Committee. 

Bovine  Anthrax. 

One  case  of  bovine  anthrax  was  reported  by  the  police 
as  occurring  at  Shuttling  Fields  Farm  in  September.  The 
carcase  was  destroyed  and  ail  precautions  adopted. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  township  of  Walton-le-Dale  is  4,658 
statute  acres,  and  the  population,  as  enumerated  at  the 
Census  of  1911,  amounted  to  12,352  ;  males  5,739,  females 
6,613.  At  the  Census  there  were  2,701  inhabited  houses, 
giving  an  average  of  4*5  persons  per  house.  For  the  purpose 
of  calculating  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  the  year  under 
review  I  propose  to  use  the  Census  figure,  viz.,  12,352. 

Births. 

During  the  year  1913  the  births  registered  in  the  urban 
district  numbered  272  ;  of  these  122  were  males,  and  150 
females.  Five  illegitimate  births  took  place,  1  male  and  4 
females.  The  birth-rate,  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  corresponded  to  22-0,  or  0-4  per  1,000  above  the  rate  for 
last  year,  which  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  Walton-le- 
Dale.  In  1911  the  birth-rate  was  22T,  25-0  in  1910,  28T  in 
1909,  whilst  for  the  decennial  period  1903-1912  it  was  25-5. 

Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  as  actually  occur¬ 
ring  in  the  district  was  156,  but  3  were  of  persons  not  belong¬ 
ing  to  Walton-le-Dale  and  were  transferred  to  their  proper 
districts.  Fifteen  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  this  area 
occurred  elsewhere,  but  have  to  be  included  in  my  statistics. 
The  nett  deaths  actually  belonging  to  Walton-le-Dale  were, 
therefore,  168  ;  males  77,  females  91.  The  death-rate  was 
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equal  to  13-6  per  1,000  of  the  population,  an  increase  of  0-4 
per  1 ,000,  as  compared  with  last  year,  but  1-0  per  1,000  below 
the  mean  of  the  10  years  1903-1912.  In  1911  the  rate  was 
11*8,  12-0  in  1910,  and  15-8  in  1909. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and 
deaths  recorded  each  month,  distinguishing  the  sexes  : — 


BIRTHS. 

DEATHS. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

January  . 

9 

8 

17 

5 

6 

11 

February . 

14 

16 

30 

7 

9 

16 

March  . 

10 

6 

16 

7 

13 

20 

April  . 

12 

13 

25 

8 

13 

21 

May . 

11 

16 

27 

6 

8 

14 

June . 

13 

12 

25 

3 

3 

6 

July . 

13 

8 

21 

6 

7 

13 

August . 

10 

16 

26 

4 

4 

8 

September  . 

6 

16 

22 

5 

5 

10 

October  . 

10 

11 

21 

5 

7 

12 

November  . 

6 

10 

16 

5 

6 

11 

December  . 

8 

18 

26 

7 

4 

11 

Deaths  of  persons  out- 

side  the  District  be- 

longing  thereto  . 

. . . 

. . . 

9 

6 

15 

122 

150 

272 

77 

91 

168 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follow 
Under  1  year 

1  year  and  under  2  years  . . . 

2  years  and  under  5  years  ... 
5  years  and  under  15  years 
15  years  and  under  25  years 
25  years  and  under  45  years 
45  years  and  under  65  years 
65  years  and  upwards 


40 

5 

8 

9 

9 

10 

34 

53 


168 
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Fifty -three,  or  nearly  one-third,  of  the  total  demises  were 
amongst  persons  who  had  attained  the  age  of  65  years  and 
upwards.  The  afternamed  deaths  took  place  at  specified 
ages — ■ 2  at  65,  1  at  66,  1  at  67,  5  at  68,  6  at  69,  3  at  70,  4  at  7 1 , 
2  at  72,  6  at  73,  4  at  74,  3  at  75,  1  at  76,  3  at  77,  1  at  78,  3  at  79, 
2  each  at  80,  81,  and  83,  and  1  each  at  84  and  87. 

The  causes  of  death  are  analysed  on  Table  III.  appended, 
and  reference  thereto  will  show  that  1  death  was  due  to  scarlet 
fever,  2  to  diphtheria,  3  to  influenza,  11  to  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis,  2  to  tuberculous  meningitis,  4  to  other  tuberculous 
diseases,  11  to  cancer,  1  to  meningitis,  15  to  heart  disease, 
17  to  bronchitis,  14  to  pneumonia,  1  to  other  respiratory 
diseases,  15  to  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  2  to  cirrhosis  of  liver, 
7  to  nephritis  and  Bright’s  disease,  12  to  congenital  debility, 
&e.,  including  premature  birth,  6  to  accidents,  38  to  other 
defined  diseases,  and  6  to  diseases  ill-defined. 

Epidemic  Death-rate. 

To  the  principal  epidemic  diseases  18  deaths  were 
ascribed,  viz.,  diphtheria  2,  scarlet  fever  1,  and  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  15.  The  latter  number  includes  deaths  registered  as 
due  to  gastro -intestinal  catarrh,  and  gastro -enteritis,  and 
according  to  the  classification  adopted  by  the  Registrar- 
General  such  deaths  in.  young  children  are  to  be  classified 
under  the  head  of  diarrhoea  and  enteritis.  The  epidemic 
mortality  rate  corresponded  to  1-45  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion.  Last  year  this  rate  was  0-56,  or  excluding  2  deaths  from 
puerperal  fever  0-40.  The  average  epidemic  rate  for  the  10 
years  1903-1912  was  1-28.  Localising  the  fatalities  from 
epidemic  disease  I  find  the  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria 
patients  who  succumbed  in  hospital  resided  at  Walton-le- 
Dale  and  Bamber  Bridge  respectively,  one  other  diphtheria 
death  occurred  at  Lostock  Hall,  and  the  15  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis  deaths  took  place — 6  at  Higher  Walton;  3  at  Bamber 
Bridge,  3  at  Lostock  Hall,  and  3  at  Walton-le-Dale. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

Eleven  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  1  at  the  Fulwood  Workhouse  of  a  person  from 
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Station  Road,  1  at  The  Straits,  1  at  Kittlingbome,  1  at  King’s 
Croft,  2  at  Rostock  Hall,  2  at  Higher  Walton,  1  at  School  Rane, 
and  2  at  Gregson  Rane. 

The  phthisis  death-rate  corresponded  to  0*89  per  1,000, 
against  1-05  last  year,  0-89  in  1911,  0-62  in  1910,  1*15  in  1909* 
and  an  average  of  0-97  for  the  decade  1903-1912. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia. 

Thirty-one  deaths  were  caused  by  bronchitis  and  pneu¬ 
monia,  17  and  14  respectively,  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  2-50, 
or  0*80  in  excess  of  the  rate  for  1912.  The  rate  in  1911  was 
R94,  and  the  average  for  the  10  years  1903-1912  was  2-34. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Forty  deaths  took  place  amongst  children  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  against  23  deaths  last  year,  and  the  rate  calcu¬ 
lated  per  1,000  births  was  147,  against  85  in  1912.  The 
increase  is  mainly  due  to  the  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis,  viz.,  13  against  none  in  the  preceding  year.  In 
1911  the  infant  death-rate  was  135,  81  in  1910,  123  in  1909, 
and  163  in  1908.  The  average  for  the  10  years  1903-1912 
was  126. 

Table  IV.  appended  analyses  the  causes  of  these  infant 
deaths. 


The  tables  following  show  the  rates  for  1913  contrasted 
with  previous  years  : — 

Per  1,000  of  Population. 


Birth¬ 

rate. 

Death- 

rate. 

Epidemic 

Death- 

rate. 

Phthisis 

Death- 

rate. 

Respiratory 

Death- 

rate. 

Rate  of 
Deaths 
under 
one  year 
to  1,000 
Births. 

1913  ... 

.  .  . 

22-0 

13-6 

1-45 

0-89 

2-50 

147 

1912  ... 
Mean  of 

five 

21-6 

13-2 

0*40 

1-05 

1-70 

85 

\ears — 

1908-12 
Increase  or 
crease 

de- 

on 

24-8 

13-5 

0-98 

0-86 

2-23 

117 

previous  year  +  0-4 
Five  years’ 

+  0-4 

+  1-05 

-0-16 

+  0-80 

+  62 

average 

. . .  - 

i 

to 

00 

-ROT 

+  0*47 

+  0-03 

+  0-27 

+  30 

29 


1913. 

1912. 

1911. 

1910. 

1909. 

1908. 

Birth-rate 

22-0 

21-6 

22-1 

250 

28-1 

27-0 

Death-rate 

13-6 

13-2 

11*8 

120 

15-8 

150 

Epidemic  death- 
rate  ... 

1-45 

0-40 

1-61 

0-97 

0-62 

1-33 

Phthisis  death- 
rate  ...  ... 

0-89 

1-05 

0-89 

0-62 

115 

0-62 

Respiratory 
death-rate  ... 

2-50 

1-70 

1-94 

2-48 

2*57 

2-48 

Rate  of  deaths 
under  1  year 
to  1,000  births 

147 

85 

135 

81 

123 

1G3 

Appended  are  the  usual  tables  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  County  Council. 

I  attach  to  this  report  details  of  the  work  carried  out  hv 
the  Nuisance  Inspector  (Mr.  Baron)  and  Mr.  Leigh,  Surveyor 
to  the  Board. 

The  foregoing  statement  constitutes  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1913.  I  sincerely  trust  it  will  merit  the 
approval  of  the  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ahnir  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  J.  TRIMBLE, 
L.R.C.S.I.,  L.R.C.P.  (Eclin.),  D.P.H.  (Edin.). 

Louth  House,  Bamber  Bridge, 

Near  Preston, 

8th  March,  1914. 
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WALTON-LE-DALE  UEBAN  DISTRICT. 
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Isolation  Hospital :  Bradkirk  for  small-pox;  Back  Lane  for  other  diseases. 
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Nett  Births  in  the  year:  legitimate,  267,  illegitimate,  5 — 232.  Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 

legitimate  infants,  39;  illegitimate  infants,  1 — 40. 
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Summary  of  Medical  Officer’s  Report  for  1913. 

Urban  District  of  W Alton- le- Dale. — Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Charles  J.  Trimble;  Salary,  £50;  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
Nicholas  Baron;  Salary  as  Inspector,  £90. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Hospital  Accommodation  ? — For  Small-Pox 
converted  farm-house  known  as  Bradkirk  Hospital ;  for  other 
Infectious  Diseases,  Infectious  Hospital,  Back  Lane. 

Is  it  joint  or  otherwise  ? — No. 

Number  of  Beds  available  for  the  District? — For  Small-Pox  8;  for  other 
Infectious  Diseases  20. 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital  from  the  District  ? — Small-pox 
nil,  Enteric  Fever  4,  Diphtheria  17,  Scarlet  Fever  57,  Total  78. 

Deaths  in  Hospital  of  patients  fiom  the  District  ? — From  what  causes? — 
1  death  from  Diphtheria  ;  1  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

How  is  Disinfection  carried  out? — Houses,  formalin,  fumes  and  spray. 
Number  of  Houses  Disinfected? — 110.  Apparatus  used  for  Cloth¬ 
ing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  otherwise)  ? — Steam  Disinfector. 
Where  is  Apparatus  situated? — At  the  Infectious  Hospital.  If 
Apparatus  at  the  Hospital  is  available  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection 
of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  of  patients  not  removed  to  the  Hospital? 
Yes. 

Are  any  Diseases  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the  Act  notifiable  (for 
instance,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diarrhoea,  Chicken  Pox, 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  &c.)  ?  If  so,  what  are  they? — Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

Diseases  specially  prevalent? — Scarlet  Fever.  Period? — All  the  year. 

Any  Schools  closed? — No. 

Number  of  Special  Reports  made  under  Art.  XIX.  (15  and  16)  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  1910?  None. 

Bacteriological  Examinations.  Number  and  nature  of  specimens  ex¬ 
amined? — Diphtheria,  seven  or  eight. 

Arrangement  (if  any)  made  under  the  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  Order, 
1910? — Anti-toxin  issued  free  of  cost  to  all  practitioners. 

“The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909” — Has  your 
Authority  determined  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  for  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  your  District  as  required  by  Article  1  of  the  Regulations? — 
No.  Has  your  Authority  prepared,  as  required  by  Article  1  (3),  a 
list  of  dwelling-houses,  the  early  inspection  of  which  is  desirable  ? — 
No.  Has  your  Authority  designated  an  officer  to  undertake  the 
special  inspection  of  houses  and  to  keep  the  records  stipulated  by 
Article  2.  If  so,  what  officer? — Yes,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
Have  the  necessary  books,  forms,  &c.,  for  keeping  the  required 
records  been  obtained  ? — Yes.  Action  taken  in  1913  :  — Number  of 
dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Sec.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909? — 647. 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation? 
— 21.  Number  of  representations  to  Authority  with  a  view  to 
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making  Closing  Orders  ? — 7.  Closing  Orders  made? — 7.  Number 
of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without  making 
Closing  Orders?— 250.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  put  into  a  fit 
state  of  habitation  after  making  Closing  Orders  ? — None.  Number 
of  dwelling-houses  demolished  ? — None.  General  character  of 
defects  found  to  exist  ? — None. 

Is  there  a  deficiency  of  housing  accommodation  ?  If  so,  where  ? — I  believe 
there  is  not  a  marked  need  for  house  accommodation ;  30  to  50 
cottages  would  at  present  meet  requirements. 

Scqrce  of  Water  Supply  ?— Deep  wells  at  Brindle  and  Bamber  Bridge; 
supply  taken  from  Thirlmere  Scheme,  Manchester  Corporation. 
What  is  its  condition? — Excellent.  Possibilities  of  contamina¬ 
tion  ?— None.  Is  it  subject  to  your  inspection  ? — Yes. 

Is  Scavenging  and  Removal  of  House  Refuse  carried  out  satisfactorily? — 
Yes. 

How  performed  (by  Sanitary  Authority,  Contract,  or  Occupiers  of 
Houses)  ? — Partly  by  Council,  partly  by  contract. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of? — Tips. 

Has  a  Destructor  been  provided? — No. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Method  of  treatment? — Precipitation  and 
filtration. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System? — The  whole  Township  is 
sewered. 

Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  &c.  ? — Both  when  called  for. 

Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of  Streams  ? — None.  The 
Ribble  Joint  Committee  supervise  this. 

Canal  Boats  :  Number  Inspected  ?—  None. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Bakehouses?  -  Satisfactory. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Slaughter  Houses? — Fairly  satisfactory. 
Has  a  Public  Abattoir  been  provided? — No. 

What  is  the  condition  of  the  Lodging  Houses  ?— None. 

What  is  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  ? — Satisfactory. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ? — AMs. 

What  is  their  condition  ? — Fairly  satisfactory. 

Have  Regulations  been  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B.? — Yes. 

Are  they  enforced? — When  necessary. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow? — New 
Cowsheds,  800  cubic  feet. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  ?— 44.  Number  on  Register  44. 

Number  of  Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers)? 
None.  Number  on  Register  ? — None. 

Total  amount  of  Food  seized  as  unfit  for  Human  Consumption? — 
None. 

Number  of  Carcases  and  parts  of  Carcases  condemned  for  Tuber¬ 
culosis  ? — None. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings,  and  result? — None. 
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Department  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

Number  of  Notices  served  ? — 962. 

Nuisances  remedied? — 810. 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken,  and  result  ?— None. 

Closet  accommodation  of  the  District — 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  ?— 525. 

Pail  Closets?— 1,057. 

Fresh  Water  Closets? — 772. 

Waste- water  Closets? — 318. 

Number  of  Privy  Middens  converted  during  1913  ? — To  Water  Closets, 
80;  to,Pails,  &c.,  none. 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to  Water  Closets? — 38. 

Does  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  of  either 
privies  or  pail  closets,  or  both?  If  so,  how  much? — Yes,  one-half 
the  cost. 

Smoke — Nothing  done. 

Has  the  Authority  adopted — 

“The  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890”  ? — Yes. 

“  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890”? — Yes. 

“  The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  ”  ? — Yes. 

“  The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907  ”  ? — No. 

Notable  sanitary  improvements  during  1913: — Sinking  of  new  Bore-hole 
to  increase  and  secure  the  water-supply  of  the  District ;  flagging 
and  paving  of  new  streets  ;  action  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act. 

Chief  Sanitary  requirements  of  District: — Paving  and  flagging  of  new 
streets  ;  paving  of  all  back  passages  between  houses  ;  conversion 
of  bog  closets  to  water-carriage. 


Annual  lieport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  }^ear  1913,  for  the  Urban 
District  of  Walton-le-Dale,  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Homework. 


1. —INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Written 
Notice  ~s. 

Prosecu- 
ti  ons. 

Factories . 

32 

3 

None. 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops  . . . 

73 

None. 

None. 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  . . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  included  in 
Part  3  of  this  Report) 

Total  . 

105 

2 

None. 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  :  — 
Want  of  cleanliness . 

10 

10 

None. 

None. 

Want  of  ventilation . 

Overcrowding  . 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors.... . 

Other  nuisances  . 

1 

f  insufficient  . . . 

4 

Sanitary  J  ...  _ 

accommodation  j  unsuDable  or  defective.. 

31 

27 

None. 

None. 

1 

L not  separate  for  sexes... 

•  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101)  . 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  . 

10 

10 

Other  offences  . 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  out¬ 
work  which  are  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  Report.) 

Total  . 

56 

47 

None. 

None. 

3.— HC 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 


(1) 


Lists  Received  from  1 


Sending  twice  in  the  Year. 

Lists. 

(2) 

Outworkers. 

Contractors.  Workmen. 

(3)  1  (4) 

Wearing  Apparel— (a)  Making,  &c.,  (6)  Cleaning  and  washing 
Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Curtains  and  furniture  hangings 
Furniture  and  upholstery 
Electro-plate 
File-making 


Brass  and  brass  articles 

Fur  pulling  . 

Cables  and  chains  ... 
Anchors  and  grapnels 


Cart  gear 


Locks,  latches,  and  keys 
Umbrellas,  &c. 

Artificial  flowers  ... 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 
Tents 
Sacks 

Bacquet  and  tennis  balls 
Paper  bags  and  boxes 
Brush  making 
Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 
Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons, 

Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  and  Sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas  crackers,  Christmas  stoc 
Textile  weaving 

Total 


&c. 


ings, 


c. 


No 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

r  - — - - 

Blacksmith  and  Wheelwright . 

Boot  and  Clog  Repairers . . . 

i  i  i 

Cabinet  Maker  . 

^  o  c 

O  CD 

Cycle  Repairer  . 

CZ2 

M  CD 

Dressmakers . . . 

0^0 

Joinery  . 

c/}  ^  0J 

CD  ^  ~ 

Fitting  Repair  shop . 

C/2  c 0  ^ 

W  Cfi  P  r-T> 

Plumbing  . 

~  CD  J 

H  -4->  ^ 

Saddler  . . 

o  n  -  -> 

Cv  CC  Co 

43  0  'H 

Tailor . 

^  r->  If}  CD 

S  CQ  r-  jq 

Tinsmith  . . 

■f3  o 

Underclothing  . 

o  w — 1 

zr  o 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairers  . 

Workshop  Bakehouses  . 

1 — 1  in  ^ 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register... . 

... 

Number. 


3 

12 

1 

1 

4 

3 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

19 


54 


8th  March,  1914. 


ORK. 


s’  Lists,  Section  107 


Prosecutions. 

Notices 

served  on 

mce  in  the  Year. 

Occupiers 

Failing  to 

as  to 

keep  or 
permit 
inspection 

Failing 
to  send 
Lists. 

Outworkers. 

keeping  or 
sending 

Lists. 

of  Lists. 

mtractors. 

Workmen. 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

Outwork  in  Un¬ 
wholesome  Premises, 
Section  108. 


(11) 


H3 

01 

> 

(D 

m 

01 

0) 

o 

o 

& 


(12) 


(18) 


Outwork  in 
Infected  Premises, 
Sections  109,  110. 


(14) 


© 

c3  * 

Ol  rH 
^  • 

rO  ' 

O 


(15) 


(16) 


f  this  description  in  our  District. 


5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


N  umber. 


atters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories: — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  (s.  133),  1901.. 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  f  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  . 

by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts,~{ 

but  not  under  the  Factory  and  |  Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to 

Workshop  Acts  (s.  5),  1901  1  H.M.  Inspector . 

Other  . . . 


Qderground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — - 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year . 


None. 

None. 


CHARLES  J. 


TRIMBLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Prosecutions 

(Sections  109,  110. 
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WALTON-LE-DALE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Closet  Conversions. 

During  the  past  year  80  bog  and  38  pail  closets  have  been 
converted  into  w.c.’s  under  Section  39  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Under  this  Act  it  is  required  that  in  default  of  the  owner 
the  Council  may  do  the  work,  and  recover  from  the  owner 
one-half  of  the  cost  incurred.  The  procedure  (under  this 
Act)  forces  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  work  in  order  that 
the  owner  may  benefit  to  the  extent  of  one-half  the  cost. 
This  has  meant  that  I  have  had  to  get  out  a  specification, 
and  get  in  tenders  for,  and  supervise  the  whole  of  the  work 
of  the  conversion  of  the  closets  into  w.c.’s. 

I  think  much  quicker  results  could  be  obtained  if  the 
Council  were  empowered  to  allow  a  fixed  sum  per  closet 
converted  into  a  w.c.,  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  re¬ 
quirements. 


Number  and  Kind  of  Closets  in  use  in  the  District. 


1912. 

Converted  into 
w.c.’s,  1913. 

1913. 

Privy  middens  or  bogs 

605 

80 

525 

Excreta  pails 

Slop-water  closets  or 

1095 

38 

1057 

Tipplers 

318 

•  •  • 

318 

Fresh-water  closets 

692 

•  •  • 

772 

* 
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With  the  conversion  of  the  privies  into  w.c.’s  the  ashpits 
have  been  filled  up  and  flagged  over,  and  galvanized  iron  ash- 
pails  with  covers  provided,  capable  of  holding  about  a  week’s 
ashes  and  refuse.  The  contents  of  these  ash-pails  are  collected 
each  week  by  the  scavenger’s  cart,  so  that  there  can  be  no 
accumulation  of  decaying  matter ;  but  householders  can 
materially  assist  the  efforts  of  the  Council  in  this  direction 
if  they  will  carefully  burn  all  vegetable  and  other  refuse,  and 
so  have  nothing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  dwelling  but  a 
small  quantity  of  inoffensive  ashes. 

Scavenging. 

On  the  1st  May,  1913,  the  Council  undertook  the  scaveng¬ 
ing  of  the  district  of  Lostock  Hall.  This  district  had  pre¬ 
viously  been  scavenged  by  contract. 


There  yet  remains  the  district  of  Higher  Walton,  which 
is  still  scavenged  by  contract. 


Number  of 

1912. 

1913. 

Privy  middens  cleansed 

1587 

1157 

Excreta  pails  ,, 

19380 

38367 

Ash-pails  ,, 

30445 

51462 

Ashpits 

3506 

3347 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  privy  middens  and  ash¬ 
pits  cleansed  is  due  to  the  conversion  of  the  closets  into  w.c’s. 


The  provision  of  ash-pails,  where  conversions  have  taken 
place,  and  more  frequent  emptying,  will  account  for  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  ash-pails  cleansed. 

The  more  frequent  emptying  of  excreta  pails  will  also 
account  for  the  increase  in  the  number  emptied. 

Housing. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  647 

Number  of  houses  represented  as  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  21 

Closing  Orders  served  affecting  ...  ...  7 


The  owner  of  14  of  the  houses  made  a  representation,  to 
the  Council,  and  asked  for  time  in  which  to  carry  out  his 
intention  of  demolishing  the  houses  and  building  good-class 
property  in  its  place  ;  the  Council  acceded  to  the  request, 
and  the  owner  at  once  demolished  two  of  the  houses  and  built 
one  shop  on  the  site.  The  rest  of  the  property  will  be  de¬ 
molished  in  due  course. 

An  appeal  to  the  Local  Government  Board  against  the 
Closing  Orders  issued  by  the  Council  was  made  by  the  owner 
of  four  of  the  dwelling-houses  closed,  but  after  full  particulars 
were  got  out,  a  id  preparations  made  to  meet  the  inquiry  of 
the  Board's  Inspector,  the  owner  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  occurred,  both  in  Higher 
Walton. 

In  one  case  13  persons  occupied  a  small  dwelling-house, 
composed  of  kitchen  and  scullery  on  the  ground  floor  and  two 
bedrooms  on  the  first  floor,  they  were  husband  and  wife, 
seven  sons,  aged  21,  20,  18,  17,  14,  9,  and  2.  ;  a  male  lodger, 
aged  27,  and  three  daughters,  aged  11,  4,  and  5  months 
respectively . 

In  the  other  case  11  persons  occupied  a  similar  dwelling- 
house  to  the  above.  They  were  husband  and  wife,  one  adult 
female  lodger  ;  five  sons,  aged  20,  15,  10,  7,  and  5  ;  three 
daughters,  aged  17,  12,  and  3  years  respectively. 

Informal  notices  were  served,  the  tenants  removed,  and 
the  premises  thoroughly  cleansed  and  limewashed. 

House-to-house  inspections  were  made,  to  discover  any 
other  case  of  overcrowding,  but  no  other  case  came  under  our 
notice. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

There  are  now  23  factories  and  54  workshops  on  the 
register.  Repeated  inspections  were  made  of  the  19  bake¬ 
houses  in  the  district,  and  10  notices  were  served  to  cleanse 
and  limewash,  and  were  complied  with.  There  are  no  under¬ 
ground  bakehouses. 


Slaughter-houses. 

The  eight  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  were  regularly 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory  as  regards  cleansing,  lime- 
washing,  and  water  supply. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Two  offensive  trades,  both  tripe  boiling,  were  found  in 
the  district,  and  formed  the  subject  of  a  special  report,  as  a 
result  of  which  one  was  closed. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 

The  old  register  being  very  much  out  of  date,  notices 
were  posted  requiring  the  re-registration  of  all  persons  carry¬ 
ing  on.  in  the  district  the  trade  of  dairyman,  cowkeeper,  or 
purveyor  of  milk.  A  number  of  applications  for  registration 
have  been  received,  but  the  register  is  not  yet  completed. 

There  are  44  cowkeepers  oil  the  old  register. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act, 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1913. 

Under  the  above  Order  five  notifications  were  received 
of  animals  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  and  were  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Council  Officials  by  being  slaughtered  and 
carcases  burned. 

The  schools  have  also  received  attention,  improved  closet 
accommodation  has  been  provided  at  two  of  them,  while 
owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease,  four  have  been 
thoroughly  disinfected. 

Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  visited,  instruction 
given,  and  disinfectants  supplied,  and  all  precautions  taken 
to  prevent  the  spreading  of  the  disease. 

110  houses  were  disinfected. 

320  parcels  of  bedding  were  disinfected,  and 
39  parcels  of  bedding  were  destroyed. 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912. 

Under  the  above  Regulations  one  case  of  tuberculosis  was 
removed  to  Meathop  Sanatorium  by  order  of  the  Council. 
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Inspection  of  Shops. 

The  Council  instructed  me  to  make  an  inspection  and 
report  on  all  the  shops  in  the  district,  to  ascertain  the  day- 
desired  for  the  half-day  closing. 

This  work  necessitated  a  great  amount  of  work,  the  shops 
being  scattered  all  over  the  district  ;  205  shops  were  inspected. 


The  summary  of  the  report  is  as  follows  : 


WARD. 

Monday. 

Tuesday. 

Wednes¬ 

day- 

Thursday. 

Friday. 

Saturday. 

Bamber  Bridge  ... 

16 

1 

19 

18 

8 

Brownedge 

4 

2 

9 

7 

... 

St.  Leonard's 

1 

•  •  • 

14 

17 

1 

Lostock  Hall  West 

12 

... 

1 

12 

3 

All  Saints’ 

12 

2 

8 

2 

.  .  . 

6 

Total 

51 

5 

51 

56 

.  •  • 

18 

Number  who  did  not  vote  ...  24 

Number  voting  as  above .  181 


Total  . . .  205 


In  conclusion,  I  would  point  out  that  although  the 
Sanitary  Authority  may  do  much  by  improving  the  dwellings 
and  work  places  of  the  people,  the  real  and  true  remedy  lies 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  themselves,  and  all  efforts  on  this 
behalf  will,  to  a  great  extent,  be  useless,  unless  they  recognize 
their  own  responsibility  and  exercise  greater  care,  and  show 
more  good  sense  in  the  management  of  their  households 
and  the  treatment  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  mills 
and  workshops. 

N.  BARON,  A.R.San.I., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Council  Offices, 

Bamber  Bridge. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  during*  the  past  year  ending* 

December  31st,  1913. 


Number  of  Privy  Middens  cleansed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  1,157 

5  5 

Excreta  Pails  cleansed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...38,637 

?  ? 

Ashpails  cleansed 

•  •  •  0  0  • 

...51,462 

?  5 

Ashpits  cleansed 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  3,347 

5  5 

Animals  removed 

•  •  •  ®  •  • 

27 

?  5 

Complaints  received ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

34 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  647 

5  5 

Infected  Houses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

82 

5  ? 

Cellars 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

5  ? 

Slop-water  Closets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  318 

5  ? 

Vans  and  Tents  ... 

•  e  •  •  •  • 

24 

5  5 

Schools 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

22 

?  5 

Cowsheds,  Dairies,  and  Milkshops 

24 

5? 

Slaughter-houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

54 

J  5 

Tripe  Works 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Yards 

4-  •  •  •  •  • 

...  828 

?  ? 

Drains 

« 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  861 

Be -Inspections 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  2,272 

Circular  Letters  sent 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

28 

Notices  served  for  Defective  Slopstone  Pipes  . . . 

6 

?  5 

„  Drains 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

72 

5  ? 

,,  Spouts 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

27 

5  J 

,,  Water  Closets 

16 

?  J 

,,  Privies  and  Ashpits 

150 

5  5 

, ,  Yard  Pavement . . . 

101 

?? 

Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

5  5 

Lime -washing 

c 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

21 

?? 

Stagnant  Water 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

?  ? 

General  Nuisances 

•  •  •  •  •  4 

9 
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House  Drains  Tested  . 

•  •  • 

30 

Notices  served  to  Flag  Yards 

•  •  • 

83 

„  Convert  Privies  into  W.C.’s 

•  •  • 

128 

»  Fill  up  Ashpits  . 

•  •  • 

145 

,,  Provide  Ashpails  . 

•  •  • 

192 

>>  Close  Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation. 

r-r 

i 

55  Close  building  unfit  for  use  as 

Works  ... 

Tripe 

1 

Visits  to  Factories... 

23 

,,  Workshops  . 

73 

99  Public  Bakehouses 

2 

,,  Detail  Bakehouses 

46 

,,  Shops  re  Shops  Act  . 

205 

Houses  disinfected 

110 

Schools  disinfected 

4 

Parcels  of  Bedding  disinfected  ... 

320 

55  destroyed  . 

39 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Surveyor. 


I  beg  to  report  that  during  the  year  the  Council  have 
paved  and  flagged  Hopwocd  Street,  Bamber  Bridge,  and 
Sephton  Street,  Lostock  Hall,  and  the  plans,  &c.,  for  paving 
the  half-dozen  passages  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board.  The  passages  are  at  Lostock  Hall,  and  de¬ 
scribed  as  follows  : — Leading  from  Jubilee  Hoad  to  Victoria 
Street,  between  Sephton  and  Hoghton  Street,  between  Sephton 
and  Lindley  Street,  between  Lindiey  and  Victoria  Street,  be¬ 
tween  Fairfield  and  Ward  Street,  and  leading  from  Fairfield 
to  Ward  Street. 


About  3f-  miles  of  main  roads  have  been  tarsprayed. 

Three  vent  shafts  have  been  fixed  to  ventilate  main 
sewers,  and  two  others  are  ordered,  one  for  School  Lane  and 
one  on  Lostock  Hall  Railway  Bridge.  The  flushing  of  sewers 
has  taken  place  in  various  parts  of  the  township,  and  about 
40  yards  of  Walton  Green  sewer  found  to  be  silting  up  has 
been  relaid. 

A  fixed  bath  has  been  erected  to  the  scarlet  fever  block 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  drains  thoroughly  flushed. 

Five  dwelling-houses  erected — 2  Gregson  Lane,  2  School 
Lane,  and  1  Station  Road,  Bamber  Bridge. 


JAMES  LEIGH,  Surveyor. 


